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transparent to the clinic’s operations, adds Witchoskey. The
facility’s third CT scanner, part of a PET/CT hybrid imaging
system, is being replaced prior to installing Clarity C'T.

Historically, lowering dose often compromised image quality,
yet that is not the case with Clarity C'T. “We are very pleased
with the results,” Dr. Virapongse adds, “and I can't tell the
difference in image quality — it looks the same as before Clarity.”

For Witchoskey, in addition to being “wowed” by the image
quality, she is impressed with its ease of use. “Clarity CT is so
transparent to our workflow that we often forget its there — and
that’s key for our daily routine.”

Adds Gould, “With lowering dose now a national concern,
we're leading the pack in our area as far as reducing dose.”

In fact, Witchoskey and her staff started sharing with
patients that Watson Clinic is utilizing new technology to
lower CT radiation dose, yet still producing high quality,
diagnostic images. “We had one patient very concerned and
afraid of getting too much dose because we had to scan two
different body parts. So we told her about our technology that
lowers dose by 40% but still produces high quality diagnostic
images. That made her feel much better about having the CT
study done.”

“With lowering dose now a national concern, were leading
the pack in our area as far as reducing dose.”

- Richard Gould

With all the media attention on dose reduction, Nancy
Martinez, Public Relations Manager at Watson Clinic, plans to
educate staff, referring physicians and ultimately, patients on

Dr. Virapongse does not see any discernible difference
in image quality with the Clarity CT dose
reduction technology.

the clinic’s efforts. “Reducing dose is an important component
to improving patient care,” she says. “We have a large, respected
radiology department with a wide breadth and depth of
advanced equipment. Our first step is to make sure our staff is
aware that we have this technology so they can inform patients
that we are reducing dose and leading these efforts in Central

Florida.”

Looking back at the process, Gould recommends that other
facilities seek the full support of administration since no
additional revenue is gained by investing in dose reduction
technology. “We are a leader in Central Florida as far as our
technology and patient services,” he explains, “and this effort
further differentiates our service to the community.”
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